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“Emotions run

oh as

Britain's Ros Canter -
and the incomparable
Lordships Gmffal()

25th to sixth with D'Accord
FRH. He was chased round
by Ros Canter, who had
an absolutely foot-perfect,
gloriously harmonious round
on Lordships Graffalo, cruising
in 11 seconds inside the time.

“I'm just so privileged to
have a horse that loves it, but
stays composed and calm at
the same time, though he was
actually shaking in his stables
before T got on, for the first
time ever,” said Ros.

“He just knows his job so
well, he reads things so well,

Left: debutant Jack Pinkney
(Rehy Revelation) jumps
clear. Above: Bubby Upton
and Cola, eighth, record their
third top-10 Badminton result

and he’s super-clever with his
feet. I think that's what makes
him outstanding - he's gota
turn of foot, but he’s also so
rideable. You sit up and he
comes back to you, and he
comes back into a balance, so
you never feel like you know

on then), and I was like, ‘Holy
moly, you're flying. [ was able
to balance to the last fence -
you don’t get that feeling very
often at Badminton.”

But there was a shadow - a
flag penalty from the corner
out of Huntsman’s, where
“Walter” had gone very slightly
sideways to give himself more
room. Surely this couldn’t
be a repeat of Ros’s
controversial penalties in
Pﬂns? Happ:]y, the faults

you're fighting bacl ds to d on review, leaving
go forwards, and he's always the pmr second overnight.
saving energy. Meanwhile, Georgie Goss
“When I jumped the gatesat ~ was more than a minute over
the end, my minute mark went  the time to tumble from 11th to
off, and I thought, ‘Maybe I'm equal 35th with Feloupe.
not as up as I thought I always “The mare is phenomenal,
panic. And I just went, ‘Go but I feel I let her down,” she

caid “Turen’t ctrane anmrh

and things then fell apart, with
four more fences tumbling -
resulting in an excruciating
drop from third to 15th.

Ros Canter followed, with
Lordships Graffalo jumping

dramatic,
nwouth moment”

IE 10 WiTH SUPERSTITION

very carefully and they came
home fault-free to put the
pressure on Oliver Townend.
She said: “He loves
anywhere where there’s people
watching him. I think most
horses, as they get older,
know the crowds and almost

get trickier, because the
anticipation is always there.
But with ‘Walter’, he relaxes
in that environment in a
nice, bubbly way, and he just
thoroughly enjoys himself. I
was quite nervous today and
1 think I hoiked him up a bit.
But anyway, he helped me out
so that was good of him.”
Oliver started without a
rail in hand and he and Cooley
Rosalent made it to fence 10
without using it up, but then
touched off the front bar of the
Spillers oxer. But they cleared
the rest and held on to second.
And so it was all rise
for Graffalo, Badminton’s
returning king. Ha& H
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same time, he’s just completely

Ros Canter with Lordships Graffalo's owners Michele and
Archie Saul and the Duke and Duchess of Beaufort

Mars Badminton, Glos

“THIS one’s for Caroline,”
said Ros Canter as she won
her second Badminton title,
the emotions of going to

her first big event without
trainer, mentor and friend
Caroline Moore - who

died of cancer in March -
showing after a week of living
through the intensity of high
performance competition.

“Even when Caroline wasn't
there, like at the Olympics, she
was on the end of the phone,
calling and texting me.

“And it’s what it would have
meant to her as well - she
might not have achieved such
great things when she was
riding, but she put her life and
soul into her career and was
so selfless with everything she
gave. Me winning was like...
she just loved it so much. So
1 hope she’s looking down with
asmile on her face”

Eventing is very much a
mental game and confidence is
a battle for Ros, although she
is outwardly unflappable and
appears one of the calmest,

most level-headed competitors.

She admitted she rang Nick
Turner and said, “I'm having
a panic” the week before
Badminton. Nick and long-
time coach Chris Bartle are the
trainers she has relied on since
losing Caroline.

Caroline kept Ros busy at
events, too, and she said it had
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‘We celebrate
Badminton’s
leading horses and

riders in pictures

knows what he wants, he

c
tells us what he wants, and in =z§
between, he's pretty chilled E
and happy,” said Ros. “He’s like @
apuppy in thestableandhe
licks you to death. He knows ~ §
hesthebestand hesfullof 2

a

self-importance, but at the
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FINAL lovable. T love him to bits”
PLACINGS Lordships Graffalo is the
1st Ros Canter (GBR) sixth horse to win Badminton
on Lordships Graffalo twice and the first to regain
2nd Oliver Townend the title, that is, to win more
(GBR) on Cooley than once but not in successive
Rosalent years. In his three visits here,
3rd Austin O'Connor he has been second (2022) and
(IRL) on Colorado Blue then won in 2023 and this year.
Winning owners: ECHOES OF 2023
Michele and Archie Saul BEHIND Ros, the other
Breeders: Lordships podium places were also a
Stud and Pennie Wallace mirror of 2023, with Oliver
Groom: Sarah Charnley Townend and Austin O'Connor
taking the honours.
The nnlv difference was
A GROWING LEGEND
ROS CANTER started this
Badminton with a huge 4
36% win chance, according £
to data analytics company £
EquiRatings. Although she £
was undoubtedly the out- =
and-out favourite, it felt like f
an outlandish figure in an 3
85-starter field, in a sport with
as much jeopardy as eventing.
{ By PIPPA ROOMEJ But in the end, the legend
of Ros and Lordships Graffalo
been “along old day” building only grew through this week;
up to the showjumping phase we recommend placing a bet on
without her. them winning individual gold
“I was sat by myself quite at Los Angeles 2028 now.
alot, overthinking and
questioning mylife choices “THAT'S MY FAULT"
:]ﬂemn]ga:?leb;. an event rider; EARLY on Thursday, favourite
RE;‘P : asiio Ros Canter was trending
i LhConEss, ”h ne ahead of Tom until a slight
far more than try" tobe an stutter in the first flying change
event rider - world champion, S s ind Ao,
European champion, Olympic
team gold medallist, Burghley
victor and now double board, as was her final flying
- Badminton winner. change, when Lordships
In Lordships Graffalo, the Graffalo stepped together
39-year-old British rider has with his hindlegs. Their 25.3
a partner who can go down left them in fourth.
in the history of eventing. “The changes have always
Michele and Archie Saul’s been something he has
son of Birkhof’s Grafenstolz struggled with a bit. T probably
is still only 13, with hopefully didn’t help him quite enough,
so much more to come. s0 that's my fault,” said Ros.
Character matters in event Between Emily King
horses, more than in any (Valmy Biats) in fifth and
other discipline, and “Walter” Germany’s Christoph Wahler
has it in spades - his easy (D’Accord FRH) in 25th,
confidence in his own skin there were just five marks.
and his ability to relish rather “I do alot of test riding with
than be intimidated by a big him, not necessarily in the
atmosphere are huge attributes.
“He enjoys his life. He

-

2O e ‘,‘15-‘(‘”

wo®

By

sBBEE

eR2EEELAGER ERESERYRE RBRE

k3




